
Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council 
 

	 

Date 
 
	 

 Tuesday 2nd September 2025

	 

Time 
 
	 

7pm 

	 

Attendees 
 
	 

Cllr Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Mark Brassington, Cllr Jamie Davies, Pippa Bellis (Clerk), Cllr Simon Eardley, Representative of outside bodies: Laura Johnson (Urenco), Julia Hanlon (Urenco). Laura Gregory (Urenco), Steve Rigby (Urenco Project Manager), Mike Redmond (ONR), Mike Peers (Urenco),

Residents: Carol & Robert Daniels, Donna & Charlie Shone, Jo & Mike Farwell, Amy Taylor, Hassan Ali
 

	 

Location &

 Details 
 
	 

Capenhurst Court, Urenco 
 


 
	1.
	Procedural Matters: - 
	AC

	
	I. Apologies – None
II. Communication – All relevant communication sent onto Councilors prior to meeting.
III. Declaration of Interest – None declared.  
IV. Matters arising from notes from the last meeting - Minutes accepted, proposed by Cllr A. Clowes and seconded by Cllr T. Foster, all present agreed.
V. Resignations & vacancies –   Pippa Martin, our clerk is having to retire due to a change of circumstances.  A new clerk will be being advertised for shortly.  All suggestions to the chair.
VI. Dates of Future Meetings & Locations: -

Saturday 18th October 2025, PC Surgery, Village Hall

                Tuesday 4th November 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
                Tuesday 6th January 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
        Tuesday 3rd March 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco

VII.  Notice of any urgent AOB - None

	

	2.
	Visiting Officers: - 
	

	
	Cllr. Simon Eardley (report attached)
Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council – 02 09 2025 
· Play matters:
· SE met informally with CWaC officers on 22 August to look at the site off Penfold Close.
· Locality officer has been doing some investigatory work around its status.
· Environmental Services officers – not convinced ref. suitability for play, owing to its secluded location and access issues / possible impact on residential amenity.
· Keen to consider other options. SE had suggested the front area of Penfold Close, but this would need to be made safe – very expensive.
· It is suggested that SE arranges an initial meeting between the PC and CWaC officers to commence dialogue in earnest. Date to be confirmed.
· Pinfold Paddocks:
· A refusal decision has been issued in respect of this planning application. SE withdrew call-in following discussion with the allocated planning officer.
· It is anticipated that an appeal to the Planning Inspectorate will be lodged which is likely to be the best way for this application to ultimately be resolved.
· Community-led highways initiative:
· Various sites around the parish (and some on the periphery but of interest to the area) were logged by SE at the end of July for CWaC attention. In the Capenhurstt & Ledsham Parish area, a total of 13 area were identified and logged as summarised below:
· Ledsham village – village sign on the first right turn to the village on Ledsham Lane as you approach from the Welsh Road. Clean sign.
· Ledsham Lane – opposite the village sign mentioned in 4 above. Collection of signs – straighten and fix the top one (if it is fixable).
· Ledsham village – village sign in the village. Clean sign.
· Ledsham village – on the lane heading out of the village towards Ledsham Lane. 40mph sign on the right-hand side needs straightening.
· Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst – on the approach to Urenco. Siding out of vegetation on the pavement (I will request that Urenco cut the hedge which is very overgrown).
· Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst. Approach to the railway bridge – footway. In the vicinity of the short walkway that goes down to the railway station. Siding out of pavement vegetation (left hand footway).
· Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst. Large tree before the junction with Penfold Close – trim away the bottom branches (possibly a self-seeded smaller tree here).
· Penfold Close, Capenhurst – green area on the left-hand side coming from Capenhurst Lane (church end). Tree here has branches that have fallen (remove) and tidy up the lower branches.
· Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst. Junction with Parkgate Road. Signs – clean and trim vegetation around.
· Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst. Historic ‘pinfold’ structure. Lots of vegetation growth inside and around. Remove as much as possible. No image.
· Badgers Rake Lane (junction with the Chester High Road, A540). Street name plate clean. Approx. postcode CH66 8PF.
· Badgers Rake Lane, along the safety barrier area with the A540 – siding out of pavement towards the bus stop sign. See images for the extent of the problem. Adjacent to Badgers Rake Farm, CH66 8PF.
· Badgers Rake Lane, Ledsham. Beyond Inglewood Manor – at the entrance to Hallwood Farm. Fix chevron sign which appears to have fallen.
I await these works being progressed and have asked CWaC officers for an update.
· Miscellaneous reports / issues:
· Following the last parish council meeting, tree overgrowth was cut back by SE – trees near the junction of Penfold Close and Capenhurst Lane. Further works may be required.
· Chapel Lane, Ledsham – sign down. Reported 19/07/25. Ref. CE732577284.
· Planning / enforcement matters at ‘The Hayloft’, Capenhurst Lane. All issues in this location continue to be logged with CWaC Planning Enforcement for their consideration in due course. I acknowledge the widespread concern that has been expressed by residents on it, and I am determined that it will be resolved in as satisfactory way as possible, via the proper processes.
· A planning application has been received for a ‘children’s home’ at the property known as ‘Capeles’ on Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst. At the time of writing, a review of this application has not been undertaken, but it is anticipated that I will exercise my power of ‘call-in’ owing to a variety of concerns.
· A request from residents of Dunkirk Lane has been received for consideration to be given to the possibility of it being designated a ‘quiet lane.’ This is legally recognised status for minor roads which encourages them to be shared safely by walkers, cyclists, horse riders and motorists. It would not ‘ban’ the use of cars but it would encourage lower speeds, considerate use and heightened awareness of non-motorised users to protect the environment / rural tranquillity. I have asked CWaC for their view on the matter, but in principle I support it being looked at fully and properly.  
· Emergency Alert testing on mobile phones – 07 September 2025:
· Emergency Alerts is a UK government system that provides warning and advice in a life threatening emergency. Regular testing ensures the system is functioning correctly, should it need to be used in a life-threatening emergency. The previous test took place in April 2023.
· The government will be running a national test of the Emergency Alerts system on Sunday 7 September 2025 at 3pm. The alert will say:
“This is a test of Emergency Alerts, a UK government service that will warn you if there's a life-threatening emergency nearby. You do not need to take any action. In a real emergency, follow the instructions in the alert to keep yourself and others safe. Find simple and effective advice on how to prepare for emergencies at gov.uk/prepare.
Visit gov.uk/alerts for more information or to view this message in Welsh. Ewch i gov.uk/alerts am ragor o wybodaeth neu i weld y neges hon yn y Gymraeg.”
· A mobile phone or tablet will vibrate and make a loud siren-like sound, even if it’s set on silent. The test will be sent to all compatible 4G and 5G mobile phones and tablets across the UK. The sound and vibration will last for about 10 seconds. No further action will be needed.
TR asked if structures that are “temporary” should be moved every 28 days SE said this is being looked into. Concern was raised about the quality and security of the provision used by CWaC by using these facilities.

7th September national alarm on all phones.
	SE

	3.
	Urenco Update (presented by Laura Johnson)
	LJ

	
	Mike R – ONR inspectorate – ONR regularly engage with locals, with this site we do it via the parish council.  I am the nominated inspector for the Capenhurst Site.  I produce two reports a year which are on the website (Site Stakeholder Report) The January to June report is as yet still not on the website.  If the PC agrees, I will continue to come to the PC meeting in March and September each year.  General acceptance from the meeting. MR then went on to give a precis of the report.  The chief nuclear inspector visited the site in March and was happy that the site was running adequately.  Safety was a big part of the report.  None routine matters: one accident on site whereby there was an injury to a member of staff who had to attend hospital following a lifting incident and had the tip of his finger amputated – he is now back at work.  Urenco also investigated the incident in order that lessons are learned.  Urenco have a piece of software on site whereby staff can report all incidents from minor to major, in order that they can learn from the experiences and change the way/method they work.  He is not employed by Urenco but Urenco are charged for being regulated.
Mike Peers gave an update on the information we had received at a previous meeting from an action group with regard to the transportation of goods from site. They have engaged with The Helm security agency who are independent from Urenco.  We provided them with the correspondence and our reassurance from last time.  The report appears to show there is no reason to question our reassurance.  We are looking at our emergency planning limit (the areas we inform people of emergency procedures).  We could do more modern calculations and narrow areas down

Steve Rigby – Looking at options to relieve the pressure from the south gate (which is the normal gate) for buses and minibuses and construction traffic.  It will have its own security to maintain the security of the site.  JT asked that they would insist that the traffic came only from the A550 and did not utilise Chapel Lane or rectory Lane; this was accepted.  CP asked about the sports field entrance.  Laura Johnson said that this was still under discussion.  Steve stated that they envisaged the gate being available for use in 2027.  A meeting has already been held with the garden centre (Premier Plants) who are generally accepting of the benefits for them.  Consideration is being given to widening the whole road.  There will be an external turning circle for the use of coaches and buses to drop off staff. Laura Johnson said that this was the initial planning and are happy to take suggestions on board. SE requested details of sizes/weights of vehicles.  A traffic management plan will be done.  Council asked that Axis who will be used for the traffic management plan visit the site and perhaps meet up with the council after issues with their reports on previous occasions.  Steve said that would be a good idea. The gate at Thornton Hey was not being considered due to the locality of the projects, but it is not intended to close this gate as it is good for emergency situations. They will be considering all the wildlife in the plans too.  The battery storage project at Mill Hey Farm was raised which will be believed to be commencing about the same time as this project.
	

	4.
	Member Interest Forms – Mark has not submitted his form as he has not received his.  He was advised to contact James Reilly at EasyWebsites to ensure his email address was set up correctly.  TF will send him another copy of the form. 
	PM

	5.
	Correspondance from the Public: 

I. Letter form resident in Dunkirk Lane re Quiet Lane, this letter has only just been submitted and we will look into it further.  The resident has been invited to the next parish council meeting.

II. Overgrown hedges. Complaints that hedges are growing over onto the road.  Advice to report to CWaC.  Capenhurst Lane is particularly bad.  Ledsham Lane, Ledsham has been improved. 
III. Resident complained about broken traffic light.  CWaC visited and said issue was resolved.
IV. Letter from Gary Wright over a planning permission that was granted in 2021.  There appears to have been some confusion as this was a non-material amendment and not a planning application. Urenco have not had sight of the letter, Simon also received a video.  AC to ask Gary Wright if she can share the letter and SE to ask if he can share the video.

V. Letter from a member of Ledsham regarding the erection of a Union Jack on a lamppost in the village.  AC had contacted CWaC and was given the advice that it would be of low priority if it wasn’t an obstruction.  TF had seen all the flags and there were no racial comments on the flags.  AC to respond to the resident with the advice.
	AC

	6.
	Members of the Public Speaking Time

· Mike Farwell – has there been any response from National Highways?  SE not as yet.
· Jo Farwell – Forestry commission might be interested in the 22 acre field.  SE to get an update.
	

	7.
	Planning

· Planning application – 25/02586/FUL change of use C2 to C3 Capeles, Capenhurst Lane – Childrens care home for trauma care. with 12 staff, noted, claimed no hedges and no highways issues.  Provision by Unique.  A planning meeting is required to discuss this further.  
	

	8.
	Events:

· Pumpkin event – sponsored by Urenco.  31st October 2025
· Pet Blessing service Sunday 21st September 11.15 followed by BBQ and pet show. Put on by the church but supported by the Parish Council.

· Pizza night was a success and will be repeated.
	TR

	9. 
	Finance – RFO report attached

Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council

Committee Meeting 2nd September 2025

RFO report

Our bank balance stands at £12,940.71 today. I have just managed to amalgamate the reserves into one “community fund” and that stands at £3447.34 which remains ring fenced for specified projects.

I believe we are waiting for a donation from Urenco(?) for the events package in 2025. I have not yet spent the donation from ETC.

Income since our last meeting:

● None

Expenditure as agreed at our last meeting:

● £383.26 Insurance to Zurich Insurance.

Regular expenditure:

● £34.80 in August and September for our accounting package (Scribe). We have had two

payments taken in August which I have queried and am awaiting a response.

● £60.72 in August and September for our website and email provision (Easy Websites)

● I haven’t paid Pippa in August or September, I believe I haven’t received the pay slips for these months.

Invoices awaiting agreement for payment:

None known

Please, please can everyone think of their budgets for the start of the process in November? I need the events budget, the highways team to consider if they need a budget etc etc. If you could send me your thoughts before the November meeting it would be helpful in order to produce a suggested budget at that meeting.

TR to liaise with Julia Hanlon regarding the position on the Urenco donation for events for 2025.
	TF

	10.
	Members Information

· CHALC limited emails but sent out to members via email

· NALC – all emails circulated to members

· Training – Tracey has done the new Councillor training and will sort out a date to share with any Councillor that wishes to attend

· Police Report – From PC 30527 Harry Whinnett - There have been no incidents to report in Capenhurst since our last meeting.  Police surgery dates (whereby he sits in a police car outside the church)

Tuesday 2nd September 11-12

30th September 5-6pm

21st October 5-6pm

25th November 11-12

18th December 5-6pm

The joint parish council meeting on 12th September at 7-8pm in the village hall.  Two representatives only please.  JT & TF 
	

	
	Police Report – PC Harry Whinnett is still covering our area he could not attend tonight’s meeting but is available for any concerns/questions and can be contacted via email.  Please see Item 5 re joint meetings
	

	13.
	Members Information Speaking Time – 

· CP all village information can be placed into the noticeboard, just ask and she will put any information into the noticeboard.

· CP litter – asking that we all keep an area around our propertied clear of litter.  She is happy to provide the equipment.    

· TF mentioned the phasing of the Traffic Lights at the end of Capenhurst Lane after a complaint from Urenco staff.  SE asked to pass it on to his highways team as a Highways committee member. One person reported waiting for 9 minutes at these. SE suggested that a log is kept.
	

	14.
	Meeting Closed- 9.00pm 
	

	15.
	Next Meeting – Tuesday 4th November 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco


	

	
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





